TYPE OF PROJECTS SUPPORTED

Applicants for the Award need to describe a specific research project. Applications will be judged primarily in terms of the relevance and importance of the proposed project to the context of learning and teaching within the classroom. The projects may involve collecting new data about learning and teaching or may involve analysing video-tapes of classroom interactions that have already been collected through Professor Nuthall’s own research.

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED

The recipient of the Award will be provided with office space within the College of Education at the University with secretarial support, and computer and printing services as required. University staff will provide advice and assistance in setting up the research project and analysing the data, and advice during the preparation of the final report.

The University will make available data collecting equipment, such as video recorders, lapel microphones, audio-recorders, and transcribing machines. 

In return, the recipient will be required to keep to the timetable that has been agreed to, submit a finished report by the agreed completion date, and make a presentation of the research findings at a function of the Trust. 

THE SELECTION PROCESS

The Selection Committee will meet within a fortnight of the closing date for applications. Short-listed applicants may be asked to attend a short interview. Generally, one award per year will be made although the Trust reserves the right to invite a researcher to take up the Award in the absence of any suitable applications.

TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

Applications should be made using the GNCRT Research Award Application Form Coversheet and should contain all the information detailed under Sections I and II set out in the Guidelines for Preparing an Application. Applications should be sent to:

Karen Bell
Graham Nuthall Classroom Research Trust Award

School of Educational Studies and Human Development

College of Education

University of Canterbury

P.O. Box 4800

Christchurch

The closing date for applications is 31 May 2011.
GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING AN APPLICATION

SECTION I
 (2 – 3 pages)

•
Title of the proposed project

•
Your background and reasons for wishing to undertake this research  


Tell us something about yourself, the courses you have taken, the teaching experience you have had which you feel have prepared you to undertake classroom-based research and/or which prompted your interest in the topic you plan to work on. 

•
Your research topic and its significance

What do you want to find out and why do you consider it important? What exactly are your research questions or hypotheses? How will your research advance knowledge in the field? Explain why the Trust should choose your proposal to fund.

•
Previous relevant research

This is not intended to be a formal review of research in the area.  What is required is an indication of your awareness of the way in which existing research in general and/or Graham Nuthall’s research in particular relate to your topic. What specific articles or books have you read?

•

How the research is to be conducted


Provide a brief outline of how you plan to answer your research question(s)?  You are not expected to have worked out all the details - indicate your plan in general terms.   For instance, will your work involve collecting data in classrooms? Will your work be based on data already collected by you or by Professor Nuthall? Give us some indication of how you will proceed.  What equipment, techniques or other resources will your research require?  

SECTION II
 (1 – 2 pages)

· Timetable

Include here your proposed commencement and completion dates, and estimates of the number of days (or weeks) which you think you will require for: initial consultations and preliminary reading; setting up the investigation and collecting the data; analysing the data; and writing up the final report.

Where appropriate, the recipient of the Award must be able to be released from employment for a period of time to complete the research in a timely fashion.

· Budget

The expenditure permissible under the Award may include: researcher salary, and costs related to travel, data entry, photocopying, printing and telephone use. Provide an estimate of your requirements.

· Supervision/Mentoring
Indicate whether you already have a supervisor or mentor for this research. If you do, please provide his/her name and academic details.
· Referees
Provide the names, addresses, phone numbers and email addresses for two referees who can be consulted as to your suitability for undertaking this research.
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